
United States Grain Standards Act 
 

7 U.S.C. Sec. 79. Official Inspection 
 
(j)   Fees; establishment, amount, payment, etc. 
 

(1) The Secretary shall, under such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe, charge and 
collect reasonable inspection fees to cover the estimated cost to the Secretary incident to 
the performance of official inspection except when the official inspection is performed by a 
designated official agency or by a State under a delegation of authority.  The fees authorized 
by this subsection shall, as nearly as practicable and after taking into consideration any 
proceeds from the sale of samples, cover the cost of the Secretary incident to its 
performance of official inspection services in the United States and on United States grain in 
Canadian ports, including administrative and supervisory costs related to such official 
inspection of grain.  Such fees, and the proceeds from the sale of samples obtained for 
purposed of official inspection which become the property of the United States, shall be 
deposited into a fund which shall be available without fiscal year limitation for the expenses 
of the Secretary incident to providing services under this chapter. 
 

(2) Each designated official agency and each State agency to which authority has been 
delegated under subsection (e) of this section shall pay to the Secretary fees in such amount 
as the Secretary determines fair and reasonable and as will cover the estimated costs 
incurred by the Secretary relating to supervision of official agency personnel  and 
supervision  by the Secretary of the Secretary’s field office personnel, except costs incurred 
under paragraph (3) of subsection (g) of this section and section 85, 86, and 87c of this title.  
The fees shall be payable after the services are performed at such times as specified by the 
Secretary and shall be deposited in the fund created in paragraph (1) of this subsection.  
Failure to pay the fee within thirty days after it is due shall result in automatic termination 
of the delegation or designation, which shall be reinstated upon payment, within such 
period as specified by the Secretary, of the fee currently due plus interest and any further 
expenses incurred by the Secretary because of such termination. The interest rate on 
overdue fees shall be as prescribed by the Secretary, but not less than the current average 
market yield on outstanding marketable obligations of the United States of comparable 
maturity, plus an additional charge of not to exceed 1 per centum per annum as determined 
by the Secretary and adjusted to the nearest one-eighth of 1 per centum.  
 

(3) Any sums collected or received by the Secretary under this chapter and deposited to the 
fund created in paragraph (1) of this subsection and any late payment penalties collected by 
the Secretary and credited to such fund may be invested by the Secretary in insured or fully 
collateralized, interest-bearing accounts or, at the discretion of the Secretary, by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in United State Government debt instruments.  The interest 
earned on such sums and any late payment penalties collected by the Secretary shall be 
credited to the fund and shall be available without fiscal year limitation for the expenses of 
the Secretary incident to providing services under this chapter.   

 
7 U.S.C. Sec. 79a.  Weighing Authority  
 
(l)  Fees; establishment, amount, payment, etc. 



 
(1) The Secretary shall, under such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe, charge and 

collect reasonable fees to cover the estimate costs to the Secretary incident to the 
performance of the functions provided for under this section except as otherwise provided 
in paragraph (2) of this subsection.  The fees authorized by this paragraph shall, as nearly as 
practicable, cover the costs of the Secretary incident to performance of its l functions 
related to weighing, including administrative and supervisory costs directly related thereto.  
Such fees shall be deposited into the fund created in section 79(j) of this title. 
 

(2) E ach agency to which authority has been delegated under this section and each agency or 

other person which has been designated to perform functions related to weighing under 

this section shall pay to the Secretary fees in such amount as the Secretary determines fair 

and reasonable and as will cover the costs incurred by the Secretary relating to supervision 

of the agency personnel and supervision by the Secretary of the Secretary’s field office 

personnel incurred as a result of the functions performed by such agencies, except costs 

incurred under sections 79(g)(3), 85, 86, and 87c of this title.  The fees shall be payable after 

the services are performed at such times as specified by the Secretary and shall be 

deposited in the fund created in section 79(j) of this title.  Failure to pay the fee within thirty 

days after it is due shall result in automatic termination of the delegation or designation, 

which shall be reinstated upon payment, within such period as specified by the Secretary, of 

the fee currently due plus interest and any further expenses incurred by the Secretary 

because of such termination. The interest rate on overdue fees shall be as prescribed by the 

Secretary, but not less than the current average market yield on outstanding marketable 

obligations of the United States of comparable maturity, plus an additional charge of not to 

exceed 1 per centum per annum as determined by the Secretary, and adjusted to the 

nearest one-eighth of 1 per centum.  

 
  



Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 
 
 
7 U.S.C. Section 1622.  Duties of Secretary relating to agricultural products 
 
(h) Inspection and certification of products in interstate commerce; credit and future availability of 
funds; investment; certificates as evidence; penalties 
 

(1) To inspect, certify, and identify the class, quality, quantity, and condition of agricultural products 
when shipped or received in interstate commerce, under such rules and regulations as the 
Secretary of Agriculture may prescribe, including assessment and collection of such fees as will 
be reasonable and as nearly as may be to cover the cost of the service rendered,  to the end that 
agricultural products may be marketed to the best advantage, that trading may be facilitated, and 
that consumers may be able to obtain the quality product which they desire, except that no person 
shall be required to use the service authorized by this subsection.   

 

(2)  
(A) Any fees collected under this subsection, late payment penalties, the proceeds from the 

sales of samples, and interest earned from the investment of such funds shall be credited to 
the trust fund account that incurs the cost of the services proved under this subsection and 
shall remain available without fiscal year limitation to pay the expenses of the Secretary 
incident to t providing such services.  

 
(B) Such funds may be invested by the Secretary in insured or fully collateralized, interest-

bearing accounts or, at the discretion of the Secretary, by the Secretary of the Treasury in 
United States Government debt instruments.  

 


